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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL 

As we come to the half-way point in the academic year, for me it is a time to reflect.  I 
am really encouraged by the work going on in lessons and I feel students are, on the 
whole, working harder than they ever have at Glebelands.   
 
The presentation in books shows pride, and with the current Year 11 predicted to 
achieve record results, the overall progress of students is on a continuing upward 
trend as the current Year 10 is predicted to be even higher.  
 
Key stage 3 students are a credit to the school and many are availing of the extra 
opportunities which the school offers.   
 
We are delighted with how many students are benefiting from the extra-curricular 
activities which are available to them.  
 
It is encouraging to see the number of parents who attend our Subject Evenings for 
Year 7 an 11 (over 90% for each year group). Clearly these are some of the best 
opportunities for parents to understand how they can support their child’s learning, 
and I would ask all parents to make these a priority as we need your support if your 
children/our students are to make the progress of which they are capable. Together 
we can achieve more. 
 
Student attendance is fundamentally important to the school.  Although our 
attendance figures are above National figures, as a school we want every 
measurable aspect to be far better than National standards since we believe our 
students are far more capable than National average.   Thank you to students, 
parents and staff for supporting this improvement. It is one of the factors that 
contribute to our excellent GCSE outcomes. Although in most areas of life 90% 
sounds high, in terms of attendance, 90% indicates that a person has 1 day off every 
2 weeks, which in terms of employability and ability to make good progress has a 
huge effect.  We understand that some students will have illnesses which can’t be 
avoided, but if they are able to make it into school, then they really should come in.  
 
Glebelands has a fantastic Governing Body which has helped the school move 
forward and we are currently preparing for our next Parent Governor election.  We 
will be seeking new Governors and would encourage any parents with links to the 
local community to consider applying, but ultimately would like to invite any parents 
with a willingness to learn and develop skills as a Governor and with time to dedicate 
to the role.  More information about the elections will follow after the half term break.   
 
Thank you for all your support. 
 

Mr R Mitchell 
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YEAR 7 

I hope the Year 7 students feel that they have fully settled into the established 

routines of school life at Glebelands.   

Since I last wrote we’ve had our trip to Surrey University for the Christmas 

Extravaganza in December which was a great success and enjoyed by all.  The 

students took part in a variety of Christmassy activities that gave them an insight into 

the courses available at higher education.  They took apart in a few activities, 

becoming a jury in a trail against Father Christmas, designed meal ideas for the 

reindeer and also looked at and created weather forecasts.  The day was made even 

more enjoyable by the excellent behaviour demonstrated by the students. 

I also want to say a big thank you for your attendance at the Year 7 parents evening, 

I felt it was a very positive evening with many staff commenting on the positive 

nature of their conversations and the students and yourselves should be credited by 

the positive attitude the students have taken towards their learning. 

Subject Awards 

As a follow on from this I would like to highlight those students who have 

demonstrated excellent effort and achievement this half term.  The celebration of 

success assemblies at the end of each half term are my favourite ones to do as it 

gives me an opportunity to public acknowledge the hard work and effort the students 

are putting into their learning. 

1/2 Term Subject Effort Achievement 

Spring 1st  half L4L Ellen Shayler Mia Templeman 

  RE Rebecca Lovegrove Harry Harwood 

  Drama Charmian Strange Luke Huet 

  French Rowan Stewart Kathryn O'Nions 

  Spanish Rory Kenyon Isaac Lawrence 

  History Alice Poyser Lucy Smith 

  Maths Henry Savkin Tia Griffin 

  Science  Evie Marriott Sophie Croucher 

  Art Jayden Thompson Georgie Storey 

  Geography Byron Booth Oscar Jupp 

  English Daisy Groom Jessica Jenking 

  PE  Ella Radley Bella Horstead 

  
Cooking & 
Nutrition Ewan Chamberlain Sienna Rimmington 

  Textiles  Rebecca Lovegrove William Roberts 

  RM Ella McBride Cameron Lake 

  Graphics Finlay Wildman Sadie Squires 

  IT Sam Mc Donald Harry Harwood 
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Commendations 

I’ve been so impressed at the number of commendations accumulated by the year 

group for their hard work and achievements in and around school.  They have been 

awarded thousands so far but as ever all eyes are on which tutor group will finish top 

of the pile come the end of the year.   

The next set of reports will be issued on the 11th March; this will give you an 

opportunity to look at the progress and attainment made by your child.  From this 

some of you will be invited to a Progress Review on Wednesday 13th March. 

As always please contact you child’s tutor in the first instance if you have a matter 

that you wish to be resolved.  Myself and the tutor team work alongside one another 

to address concerns as quickly as possible and endeavour to get back to you within 

48 hours. 

 
Mr R Hepburn 
Head of Achievement, Year 7 
  



   Glebelands Newsletter     
February 2019 

YEAR 8  
 
Dear parents and guardians,  

I am very pleased to say that we have enjoyed a productive and hard-working term 
so far. I have been very happy to see classes working across the school and being 
enthusiastic about their learning. As a general rule the vast majority of the year 
group come into school motivated and ready to learn. In assemblies in recent weeks 
we have explored motivation, discussing the people who strive really hard for 
success; the people who are already successful in one field who then try to transfer 
that to a new area and how hard work eventually is its own reward. I admit the last 
one is a bit of a hard sell to Year 8!  

Students who achieved recognition this half term in Subject areas are listed below. 
We do try to ensure that departments nominate these with care and consideration 
each time. Students receive a certificate and a small prize in assembly from me. 

Subject Effort Achievement 

Art Josh Braithwaite Lily Wragg 

Drama Rebecca White Ben Helm 

English Poppy Henshaw Hamza Imran 

French Francesca Cast Amy Newbery 

Geography Daisy Chambers Madeleine Regan 

Graphics  Jamie Wakefield Marley Seward 

History Hayley Christopher Daniel Cooper 

IT Oliver Faithfull Maddie Verdon  

L4L Jake Nottridge Bea Watson 

Maths Amy Newbury Jasper Savage 

PE Jess Martin Max Freegard 

RE Beatrice Watson Hashir Mehmood 

RM  Tristan Joy Isabel Cook 

Science Tom Desmond Ruby Lloyd 

Spanish David Bielski Daniel Cooper 

Textiles  Sam James Morgan Greening 
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I would also like to congratulate 16 students who have retained their 100% 
attendance score this term. It has been a tough term for attendance with so many 
colds/ coughs and viruses. Congratulations to you. 

100% Attendance 

Aidan Allan-Patel, Joseph Anderton, Honor Beamont, David Bielski, Albert 
Chapman, Emily Deasley, Tom Desmond, Oliver Faithfull, William Golding, Ruby 
Lloyd, Jake McFetrich, Gustavo Pedro, James Storey, Amelie Warren, Brett Webster 
and Rebecca White.  

You will read news in this bulletin about our Year 8 Youth Speaks competition 
winners as well as our Lego Robotics team who did phenomenally well this term too. 

I thought it might be nice to share some of the Year 8 tutors thoughts in this term's 
newsletters. 
 
8JEB:  
8JEB have had a fantastic half term, they are incredibly enthusiastic during the 
Friday quiz with lots of correct answers (and lots of funny incorrect answers). The 
have also been reading some really interesting books in their Monday tutor times 
and have been telling me all about them. I am particularly proud of how well they 
have embraced showing me their readiness in the mornings, turning up early and 
with fully correct equipment! Ms Brewer. 
 
8JCR: 8JCR have certainly sprung into spring.  They are always avid competitors in 
the Friday Quiz and take part in a variety of lunch time and after-school clubs from 
robotics to football to percussion.  I was delighted when a team from 8JCR took part 
in a STEM challenge this last month and came first place!  Keep it up! Mrs Riley. 
 
8KLM: I am very proud to be 8 KLM's tutor. Being a tutor is one of the best things 
about teaching. I really enjoy our Tuesday and Thursday before school as it is my 
opportunity to get to know the group. Be aware, I will never use Minecraft in my 
teaching, no matter how good your arguments are! Mrs Martin.  
8KLM always have a positive attitude - especially when it comes to Friday quiz time. 
Lots of fun to be had working out the clues and lots of not so subtle give aways! 
Good fun on a Friday! Mrs Durward. 
 
8MPR:  

With so many lunchtime activities being supported, it is a wonder that some students 
in 8MPR find the time to attend tutor time! It is particularly pleasing to see so many 
students taking up extracurricular opportunities in music (Choir and Orchestra) and 
various sports clubs. I am also especially proud of those students who gave up so 
much of their time after school to be part of the Robotics Club and Public speaking 
competition. Mr Ransom. 

 Finally from Year 8 please can you take a look at uniform requirements and check 
that school shoes/ ties/ length of skirts are still in line with school guidelines? For 
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girls please ensure that make up is discreet as students will be asked to remove it 
straight away! Students are permitted plain stud earrings, one small plain ring, 
simple chain or necklace tucked under the shirt. The uniform shop is now able to 
accept card payments and orders can be made via the school website. 

The Year 8 team and I would like to wish you and your family a lovely half term 
holiday. Let's hope the weather is kind to us wherever you are! 
 
 

Ms C McAulay 

Head of Achievement, Year 8 

 

 

YEAR 9 

 

Well done to all Year 9 students, you have survived your very first Test Week under 
exams conditions in the Main Hall! 

Students have conducted themselves very well and we hope that this will have given 
them an insight in to the importance of planning for their revision and for being fully 
prepared, academically as well as emotionally in order to get through the 
examination process. 

There are 2 major dates that I hope you will be able to block in your calendar: 
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Information evening on 26th February and Subject evening on 7th March.  

This particular Information evening will cover essential information about GCSE 
options which we hope you will find useful.  

Lastly from me, I have noticed that many Year 9 boys find it increasingly difficult to 
tuck their shirts in to their trousers as it appears that they have outgrown their 
existing shirts.  

In order to maintain good appearance amongst our wonderful year group, could I 
please ask parents to check and purchase new shirts where necessary. 

Mrs L Rys-Kent 
Acting Head of Achievement, Year 9 
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YEAR 10 

Celebrating Success 

Each half term we hold a Celebration Assembly to recognise those students who had 

made a concerted effort with their work and those who had achieved well in lessons. 

The prizes for the first half of the Spring Term were awarded on the 14th February to 

the following students: 

 

Effort Achievement 

Art & Design Holly Jupp Anais Parer 

D&T Food, 

Preparation and 

Nutrition Charlie Boness Holy Tuthill 

D&T Graphics Stephanie Jones Ben Stone 

D&T Resistant 

Materials Jack Francis Elin Williams 

Drama Jude Abrahams Emily Wickenden 

English Fin Wells Emma Pritchard 

French 

Georgie Thomas-

Greaves Will Denton 

Geography Abi Hill Amina Imran 

History Abigail Watson Freya Treeby-Goodall 

Learning for Life Phoebe French Tom Bryant 

IT Computer Science Joe Watson Luke Carpenter 

IT (CIDA) Megan Davies Emily Luck 

Maths Abigail Randtoul Vineet Patel 

PE Jack Kerr Sophie Garside 

RS Rosie Cooper Izzy Faithfull 

Science Oli Allan-Patel Matthew Large 

      We also recognised those students in the Year Group who had made a special 

contribution to tutor time during the first half of the Spring Term. Tutors awarded this 



   Glebelands Newsletter     
February 2019 

prize to those students who had been particularly helpful, or who had been 

supportive of others. The students who were awarded these prizes were as follows: 

Georgia Brock 10TRW 

Joel Cornelius 10MJH 

Greg Barker 10SKR 

Joe O’Brien 10SPR 

Toby 
Mallender 

10MAB 

 

Mrs S Green 
Head of Achievement, Year 10 
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YEAR 11 

On Wednesday 16th January, our year 11 students have taken the greatest care in 
preparing themselves for one of the best school calendar events: Practice Interview 
Day.  

 

They all looked very smart and armed with their Record of Achievement, were invited 
to attend an interview simulation which took place in the LRC.  

Our interviewers were very complimentary about how well Glebelands students were 
able to conduct themselves during their interviews. " I have been inspired by the 
potential of the students" was one of the positive comments made by an interviewer. 

There was almost unanimous recognition from the students of the value of the 
exercise and all have taken on board the expert advice that was given to them, 
which in itself is very encouraging.  

This academic year has seen another very successful interview day, well done year 
11! 

Mrs L. Rys-Kent 
Careers Leader  
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The Dan Elley Assembly – Learning for Life, written by Cara 7PAS 

On the 17th January 2019 Dan Elley came in to talk to Year 7 about his diving 
accident and how he described never to give up. 

 

Dan was a very athletic young man before he had his injury.  He was in South 

America with his friends when him and his friends went to a swimming pool/lake and 

he didn’t really want to go in but his friends egged him on.  Eventually he gave up he 

ran and dived and that was the last thing he remembered.  The next thing he knew 

was lying on the floor with a lady above him she said “don’t worry the air ambulance 

is on its way” but he didn’t feel any pain so he tried to get up but couldn’t.  It 

eventually turned out he was paralysed from shoulders down.  From then on the 

doctors said he would have to be in chin steered wheelchair! But Dan said NO he 

was determined not to.  For quite a few years Dan was fighting against himself until 

eventually he could move his arms so he got an automatic wheelchair so he could 

also move with his hands.  After a few years Dan set up a charity for children called 

The Dan Elley Foundation which helps children and teens to get the education we 

get.  

Dan is a very inspiring man who everyone should look up to and respect for his 

resilience.  
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“Youth Speaks” Public Speaking Competition 

Glebelands had a resounding victory at this year’s Rotary Club “Youth Speaks” 
competition held on the 23rd January. No less than seven out of a potential eight 
prizes were awarded to Glebelands students, including the winning team prizes in 
both the Intermediate and the Senior categories (pictured below). Individual prizes 
were also awarded to the following students: 

Best Chairperson (Intermediate): Isabella Horstead (7KRO) 

Best Main Speaker (Intermediate): Rebecca White (8MPR) 

Best Vote of Thanks (Intermediate): Ilse Bishop (7KAD) 

Best Chairperson (Senior): Matthew Large (10SKR) 

Best Vote of Thanks (Senior): Emily Wickenden (10SKR) 

 

 
 
 
 
Winning Intermediate Team 
(left to right): Rebecca White 
(8MPR), Jess Martin (8JCR), 
Evie Rhodes (8MPR) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Winning Senior Team (left to 
right): Emily Wickenden, Matt 
Large (10SKR) Lottie 
Welland, (10SPR) 
 

 

Good luck to both teams as they go forward to the District Semi-Finals! 

Mrs S. Green 
Head of Achievement, Year 10 
 



   Glebelands Newsletter     
February 2019 

LEGO ROBOTICS CHALLENGE 

On February 5th two teams of budding engineers competed against six other 
schools in the southern regional competition of the Tomorrows Engineers EEP 
Robotics Challenge at Farnborough Technical College. Having spent the last 4 
months getting ready for the big day, both the yr8 and yr9 teams were not only well-
prepared, but very excited! They spent the day showing off their programming skills 
on the challenge mat, chatting to the judges about their robot designs, competing 
against each other in the speed challenge, presenting on the topic of 'How could 
engineers support humanitarian aid in the future?', and taking part in a teamwork 
challenge. Both teams did extremely well, with the year 9 winning the Robot Design 
category, and the year 8's winning the Project Presentation. Still reeling from this 
success we were overjoyed to hear the year 9 team placed first overall and the year 
8 team second. The year 9 team will now compete against all the other regional 
winners at the final at the Big Bang Fair in Birmingham on the 15th March. 
Congratulations to both teams, who were excellent ambassadors for the school!  A 
big thank you to Nigel Sanctuary (Governor) for coming with us.  

Year 9 team being judged on the challenge mat 
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Year 8 and Year 9 teams with their trophies for individual sections 

 

Year 9 overall winners Elisha Ayres, Marcus Croucher, Ben Flatau, Charlotte Gray, 
Bella Matthews, Ellie McConaghey, Isabel Sayers, Ellie Swift & Chris Warzee 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

We had more students than ever out completing their expeditions last summer, well 
done to all those who took part in the two day hike.  

 

Congratulations to the following Year 10 students who have completed all four 
sections of their Bronze Award:- 

Sophia Bunting Holly Jupp 

Abigail Callanan Jemma Martin-Gibson 

Mercedes Cooper Thalia Mossadeghi 

Harvey Dyer Joseph O’Brian 

Joshua Fleeson Joshua Perry 

Holly Goddon Ben Stone 

Mia Goddon Ellen Townsend 

Amina Imran  

 
 
Miss H Campbell 
Science, Second in Department 
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STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH UPDATE  

Glebelands health and wellbeing group have met before Christmas to discuss mental 

health and well-being amongst students. The group are made up of year 10 students 

who have volunteered to be involved in the discussion and development of mental 

health provision for students at Glebelands. This group will continue to meet termly 

(or half termly if possible) to ensure that staff and students are actively engaged in 

the promotion of good mental health at Glebelands. 

Ideas that have been suggested and that are hoping to be implemented in the 

coming months include-  

A lunchtime activity room that will be open to students twice weekly for them to relax, 

play games, create and interact (if they wish) with other students.  

A Fitness club, open to students after school on Wednesday’s to promote positive 

mental health through exercise (see PE department). 

The promotion of the importance of mental health through assemblies and tutor time 

activities is to be continued, with students discussing issues and developing 

awareness of how to support others. 

Staff mental health first aid training- this happened on the INSET day in January to 

support staff in their interactions with students and provide ideas to support students 

with different mental health issues. 

 

Mr R Whistler 
Head of PE, Healthy Schools 
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SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 

Jack Westerman ran at the Surrey Cross country trials in January and was selected 

for the Surrey Cross country team. 

 

U14 boys basketball team represented Guildford and District at Surrey finals and 

got through to the semi-finals. They lost to eventual winners St. Andrews of 

Leatherhead but played very well throughout. 

Team 
Jake Read, Max Warren, Theo Currie, Billy Tomlinson, Oliver Harrison,  

Ned Atkins, Archer Watts, Deon Mubaiwa 
 

 

Year 7/8 Girls football team  played in the Waverley tournament at Glebelands and 

finished runners up. 

Squad 

Kiera Cooper, Josie Riddler, Jess Foulston, Amy Loveday, Jenny Hutchinson, Kacy 
Concannon, Grace Denton, Tilly Booth, Bridget Howard, Flos Cox, Sophie Stevens 

 

 

U13 Boys indoor cricket team played at the South West Surrey indoor tournament 

and got to the semi-finals, before losing to Farnham Heath End- the boys played well 

to get there!  

Team 
Owen Pritchard, Harry Tunnell, Hashir Mehmood, Harry Tilley, Oliver Faithful, Raul 

Barter 
 

Year 7 girls played in the Guildford and district basketball tournament and finished 

5th, they played well and improved as the tournament went on- training Tuesday 

lunchtimes! 

 

Year 7 boys basketball team played in the Guildford and district basketball 

tournament, winning 3 matches and finishing runners up overall, well done boys 
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Year 9 girls netball team played a friendly v Cranleigh school, losing 10-8 with 

some strong performances from Isabelle Lawrence and Eliza Wells in particular. 

 

Year 10 netballers won v Woolmer Hill 18-12 on 14 February. 

 

U16 Boys basketball team played against Hurtwood house losing 28-25 in a very 

competitive game. They then played in the Guildford and district finals at George 

Abbot, winning 3 out of 4 matches to finish runners up. 

Squad 
Alfie Thornton Allen, Aidan Jayawickrema, Oliver Stones, Cleo Estallo, Harvey 

Harris, Anthony Jeacock, Archie Freeth, Will Cox, Jordan Jamboran 
 

Year 7/8 girls football team finished 3rd in the Guildford schools 5 a side 

 

Year 7 basketball tournament 

Year 7 boys finished runners up in Guildford and District competition 
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Year 10  
boys and girls 
runners up in 
the District 
badminton 
tournament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
U15 boys 
badminton 
action from 
the surrey 
tournament at 
Woking High 
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U14 boys basketball action from surrey sports park and surrey basketball finals 

 

 
 

U15 boys cricket finished runners up at the south west schools indoor cricket 

competition yesterday. They lost a close match against George Abbot in the final. 

Squad 
Finn Wells, Corey Lynch, Ben Turner, Ben Beazley, Sam Jones, Issac Watson 

Year 7 indoor athletics team sheet attached for names! 

 
 

Mr R Whistler 
Head of PE, Healthy Schools 
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COMMUNITY SCIENCE CHALLENGE 
 
We ran our annual Community Science Challenge in January. This saw over 400 
students in year 1-6 from our local primary and infant schools competing to produce 
wind turbines. Glebelands School pupils also had the opportunity to compete in an 
inter-form challenge in year 7 and 8.  
 
It was incredible to see the range of different turbines produced from the limited 
number of materials available and how all the participants thought about how to 
overcome the challenge, with varying degrees of success. 
  
What we love about these challenges is the creativity that the students have in 
designing and working together with such enthusiasm to complete the task. It gives 
the teachers a real chance to see the pupils working in a different environment and 
you can see a real engagement in order to try and build the best bridge. 
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COMMUNITY SCIENCE SHOW 

 
Glebelands rounded off Community Science 
Week with a spectacular Science 
Magic…Magic Science show presented by 
Ian Dunne known as “The Professor”.   
 
Despite the promise of snow on the evening, 
we had an audience of 300 which included 
Deputy Mayor, Cllr Mary Foryszewski and 
pupils and parents from all the schools in 
the community.   

 

 

 
 
 

The audience was shown how 
electrostatics could levitate a balloon 
and get Barbie’s hair to stand on 
end.   
 
The Professor played a saw  
with a violin bow and an ancient 
Egyptian trick making water leap out 
of a bowl.   

 

 

OUR TROLLEY IS BACK 

As a caring community, Glebelands School would like to support the ones that are 
less fortunate and who have to rely on the food bank to get by. All your donations will 
be greatly appreciated.  
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DIARY DATES  
 

22 February First day of term 

26 February Year 9 Information Evening 

7 March Year 9 Subject Evening 

12 March Year 11 Information Evening 

13 March Progress Review Day 2, Years 7 – 10 

15 March Mufti Day (Red Nose Day) 

21 March Year 10 Subject Evening 

5 April End of Term 12.30 
 

You can follow us on Twitter and Instagram 


